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REMARKS. 



The matter contained in the following Tables has been taken from au- 
thentic bills of mortality ; and so far as comparisons have been instituted, 
diseases of the same general character have been included under the same 
head for each of the cities. 

The most recent censuses which have been taken in each of the several 
cities have served as a basis for estimating the population, on the sup- 
position that the increase has been regularly progressive from one of those 
periods to the other. 

In New- York, (being under the official superintendence of a medical 
gentleman,) the returns on which we found our present calculations, are 
made with greater regularity than in the neighbouring cities. This will 
account for the apparent deficiencies in the Tables relating to Baltimore 
and Boston. 

Would not the ends of justice, as well as the cause of science, be pro- 
moted by the appointment of a medical officer in every city, whose duty it 
should be to examine the circumstances attending the death of every indi- 
vidual, and to make a return of the age, sex, profession, disease and its 
duration, as well as the time and place of death ; regard being always paid 
to the circumstances of colour, and of freedom or slavery ? 

A uniform method might be adopted for reporting these facts in a tabular 
form, so as greatly to facilitate future investigations and comparisons. In this 
way the chances of life in one city could be readily compared witli those in 
another-the comparative advantages of town and country residence, un- 
der similar latitudes, determined. The influence of various causes of death, 
which are now unseen and unknown, could thus be measured and compre- 
hended. But these investigations should be accompanied by topographical 
descriptions and meteorological observations. 

A 



The study of diseases uuder their general classifications, in relation to 
topography and the influence of climate, as heat and cold, drought and 
dampness, sunshine and shade, exposure to winds, #c. is of great interest, 
and these investigations become more important as our inquiries extend o 
the influence of occupations, poverty and wealth, political superiority or 
subordination, prevailing vices, &c. upon the longevity of man, and his 
reproductive capacites, intellectual and physical perfection, under the 
more or less varying effects of these several causes. A sufficient number 
of observations, embracing all these conditions, would afford a sure basis 
for a comparative estimate of the value or length of life, under the dominant 
influence of each. 

The combining and comparing the great facts in the natural and civil 
history of every individual, offers, in this country at least, a wide and 
unoccupied field for interesting research. 

A record of all births, and the ages of the father and mother at the time 
of the birth of each of their children, would furnish the means for ascer 
taining the duration of successive generations, and of instituting inquiries 
as to the influence of climate, the greater or less degree of refinement in 
society, &c. upon the developement of the human body into a state of per- 
fect manhood. 

To pursue our remarks, we will venture to call the public attention to 
the importance of having annual returns made of the amount of political 
crimes in each State ; so that they may be classified, and compared with 
crimes of a similar character in other States of the Union, in proportion to 
their population, and also with those of other countries. By these means 
the influence of climate, laws, manners, systems of religion, occupations, 
slavery, kc. would be rendered comprehensible, and enable us to appre- 
ciate the perfection of our own country and its institutions, in comparison 
with others. 

Let similar investigations be instituted in relation to all the evidences of 
public prosperity and distress, and the whole elements of society will be 
disclosed to our contemplation, and lead us directly to a knowledge of the 
defects and their causes, which exist in our system of social and legal 
order. In this extended sense, statistics furnish the true lights to the 
T>hilosoDiier and legislator. 



Table I. 



Summary of Deaths per year, in the City of New- York, for a series 
of eleven years, by the following Diseases. 
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In this Table, under the head Acute Diseases of the Lungs, we have in- 
cluded Pleurisy ; for although in its commencement it may be a distiuct 
disease, it rarely, if ever occasions death, without affecting the body of the 
lungs. 

Every description of Fever as returned, except Scarlet and Hectic, are 
included under the general head of Fevers. The Typhoid character of 
Puerperal Fever appears so evident from its general prevalence at the same 
epochs with Typhus, that we have taken the liberty to include it also under 
the same head. 

Under Dropsies, all forms of that disease are included. 

Table II. 

Summary of Deaths per Month in the City of New- York, for a series 
of eleven years, by the following Diseases, viz: 



DISEASES. 



Consumption 
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This Table presents an interesting view of the influence of season upon 
different diseases. Consumptions, Dropsies, Diseases of the Liver, and 
Palsy, being chronic forms of disease, are not, in their termination, parti- 
cularly under the influence of season: On the contrary, its effect is 
strikingly manifested in all acute forms of disease. 



Table HI. 



Table showing the proportion of Deaths » New- 1 ork by **f£" 
in* Diseases, to the whole number of Deaths, and the proportion 
of Deaths (stillborn excluded) to the Population. 
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The Census of 1810, 1820, and 1825, have served us as a basis for esti- 
mating the population of the intermediate years, on the supposition that 
the increase has been regularly progressive from one of those epochs to the 
other. 

Table IV. 
This Table shores the proportion of Deaths, among the Blacks, to 
their Population, in the City of New- York, for the following years. 
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It is worthy of remark, that the rate of increase 
among the Blacks of the city of New-York, is about 
2 per cent, per annum less than that of the Whites, 
for the last eight years. It is to be regretted that the 
Diseases which have swept off the Blacks in such 
disproportionate numbers, have not been reported. 

* The Deaths were not returned for the year 1322. 



Table V. 



Summary of Deaths in the City of Philadelphia, for a series of 
seven years, by the following Diseases, viz. 
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Table VI. 

Table showing the proportion of Deaths in Philadelphia by the 
following Diseases, to the whole number of Deaths— and the pro- 
portion of Deaths (stillborn excluded) to the Population. 
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In this Table the rate of increase, as determined by the census of 1810 
and of 1820, have served as a basis for making out the population for the 
subsequent years, there having been no census taken in 1825. 



Table VII. 



Proportion of Deaths among the Blacks, in Philadelphia, to their 
Population. 
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II. 



Summary of Deaths per year in the City of Baltimore, for a series 
of eight years, by the following Diseases , viz. 




TABt.E IX. 



Table showing the proportion of Deaths in Baltimore, by the fol- 
lowing Diseases, to the whole number of Deaths — and the pro- 
portion of Deaths (stillborn excluded) to Population. 
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Table X. 

This Table shows the proportion of Deaths among the Blacks, 
(slaves included) and among the Slaves exclusively, in Balti- 
more, to their Population, for the following years. 
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Table XI. 

Summary of Deaths in the City of Boston, for a series of seven 
years, by the following Diseases, viz. 
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Table XII. 



Table showing the proportion of Deaths in Boston, by the following 
Diseases to the whole number of Deaths-and the proportion of 
Deaths, {stillborn excluded) to the Population. 
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Table XIII. 

This Table shows the relative proportion of Deaths among the 
Whites and Blacks, to their Population, in the Cities of JSew- 
York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. 
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This Table presents several important facts: 1st. The striking differ- 
ence in the proportion of Deaths among the Whites and Blacks. 2d. 
The still more striking; difference between the deaths of I he Free Blacks 
and Slaves in the city of Baltimore. 3d. The disproportionate number 
of deaths among the Blacks in the cities of New-York and Philadelphia, 
compared with Baltimore. The relalive physical incapacity of Negroes to 
sustain the influence of a severe climate, and the increased effect of poverty 
to diminish the chances of life in cold climates, are the most active causes 
in producing this result. It is probable that the disparity of deaths among 
the Blacks in New-York and Philadelphia to the Whites, is owiDg to the 
effects of poverty upon that degraded race. The same results from similar 
causes, but to a more limited extent, have been observed between the poor 
and wealthy sections of the city of Paris. The disproportion of deaths be- 
tween the Free Blacks and Slaves in Baltimore, is worthy of particular 
notice, and probably arises from the care bestowed on the slaves by their 
masters, their comparative temperance, and the more regular course of thcir 
lives, contrasted with the idleness, intemperance, and improvidence of the 
free blacks. 
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This comparative view of the Whites and Blacks evinces clearly that 
so far as regards the personal condition of the slaves, their situation is by 
no means so deplorable as has been generally imagined. It is desirable that 
comparative researches should be continued and extended; and we regret 
that circumstances require our putting these Tables to press without being 
able (as we had contemplated) to submit the result of investigations in the 
large Southern and Western slave-holding Cities. 

Table XIV. 

Proportion of Deaths (stillborn included) to the entire Population. 

in New- York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Boston. 
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Table XV. 

This Table shows the average proportion of Deaths in every 1000 

Inhabitants, per annum, for a series of years. 
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Table XVI. 

A Comparative View of Mortality in Nero-York, Philadelphia, 

Baltimore, and Boston- by the following Diseases. 
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Table XVII. 
Average proportion of Deaths to Population in the following Cities. 
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Table XVIII. 



Summary of Deaths in the following Cities for a series of seven 
years, ending the first of January, 1827. 
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New-York . . 


5190 


2568 


2003 


946 


1261|3573 


3617 


2932 


1847 


1209 


795 


421 


96 


19 




Philadelphia 


5438 


2180 


1907 


1020 


1296 


3079 


3186 


2635 


1842 


1335 


89 1 


S15 


l.v, 


25 


4 


Baltimore . . 


2464 


967 


938 


553 


987 


1350 


1654 


1275 


836 


559 


67 1 


211 


61 


20 






1322 


884 


531 


282 


369 


960 


920 


778 


525 


362 


305 


15b 
1338 


28 
342 
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65 




Total 


14414 


6599 5379 
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3913 


8962 
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